CLASSIFICATION CO™MESSfEtt 25X1A2 


29*l/Kbproved For Retsage 20 NaG/RE- NG! GENE B2-0045 2RQ025004 
bb me te aoe me al™ heh. cosh axe 


a | 7 5 
Ee CD NO. 
COUNTRY Yenemela p aval ttetTav staat DATE DISTR. 23 ar 1949 
SUBJECT tilitary Junta Purge of Businesanen and Army NO. OF PAGES «2 \ 
Officers 
25X1A2 
PLACE = pg XA Ga NO. OF ENCLS. 
ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW) 
DATE OF IN SUPPLEMENT TO 
25X1X6 REPORT NO. 


1. On 3 March 1949 the Nxtional Office of Information ant Publication issued a. 
commmique announcing the expulsion from Venezuela of Enrique Perez Dupuy, 
President of the Baneo Venezolano de Oreditos Angel Fernandez Rubio, business- 
nen of the State of Zu?4as and Angel Alamo Ibarras and Antonio Jose Diaz 
Martines, both prominent and extremely wealthy businessmen of Caracas. The 
cor-unique stated thot this action had been taken as a disciplinary measure 
and that no plot against the government had been instigated by the individuals 
involved. 


2. Enrique Perez Dupuy, whose political tendencies are definitely rightist, has 
been opposed to the last few governments of Venezuela and has been endeavoring 
to bring about the overthrow of the Military Junta and the annihilation of the 
fecion Denocratica Party. Nis consniratorial activities consisted in vroviding 
financial assistance to revolutionary elenents, with particular emphasis on 
those within the irmy. It is know that he supplied Angel Fernandes Rubio 
with 300,000 bolivares which the latter used to provide eifts, loans, and 
entertainment to Army officers, 


3. In view of Perez Dupuy's reputation as a prominent banker, the Junta offered 
him the nosition of Anbissador to the United Kingdom in an effort to remove him 
from the country. when he refuse’ that post, General Juan de Dios Celis Paredes, 
Governor of the Federal District, went to hin on behalf of the Junta and told 
him that he vould be expelled fron Venezuela, but that he conld return within 
"two or three months", General Celis Paredes stated that the Junta had enough 
evidence against him to incarcerate hin, but that it voreferred not to take such 
stringent action against him. The General added that Peres Depuy was being 
expelled as an exannle to other businessmen in the country and as a warning to 
them not to interfere with the Junte. 


4. Angel Fernandez Rubio was arrested and hela for questioning by the Junta. Ha 
indicated that he waa not completely in Pavor of the activities of Peres Dupuy 
and revealed to the Junta information about Peres Dupuy which was derogatory 
in nature. A member of the Junta indicated that Fernandez Rubio belfeves that 
Pera’ Dupuy double-crossed him, but did not say in what manner. 


3 Concerning 4ingel Alemo Inarras and Antonto Jose Diaz Martinez, it is not knowm 
in what way they were con-ected with the conspiratorial activities. of Parez. 
Dupuy. The Junta believes, however, that both mon were wor'sing for the overthrow 
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of the Junta and were against the Accion Democratica. 


Coincidental with the expulsion of the above persons, a number of Arny officers 
were arrested. Major Tomas Mendoza, somianier of the La Guaira garrison, was— 
called to Caracas where he was jaile’i on charges of havinr conspired with 

Parez Dupuy to overthrow the Junta and of having received money from Fernandes 


Rubio. With him were arrested some. of his fellow officers who were loyal to hir. 


Lt. Gol. Isadore Cistellanc, commander of the Maiquetia airport in Le Gunira, 
and Captein Raul Antonio Croce of the National Guard wore arrested for their 
connection with the plot to oust Delpado Chalbaud. 


A lt. Col. Jesus M. Gamez Arellano,* who had been sent to the United States on 
a "apecial mission" by the Junto, ms arrested upon his unexnecte? return to 
Venezuela in February 1949. Games Arellano had been sent ovt of the country 
because he had, ae com-ander of the Maracay garrison, refuse: to support the 
military coup of 24 November 1948. 


Venezuelan businessmen look with apprehension upon the expulsions, as they 
fear the Junta's purge may spread. Consequently, they have becone much more 
reticent about their political opinions and have withdraw their wholehearted 
supoort of the Junta. 


- Information has been reosived which indicates Gamez Arellano has 
been conspiring with Lt. Col. Mario Vargas and a Mr. William Stevens of Miami, 
Florida, against the present Junta. This group wishes to place Romulo Mmllegos 
in the Presidenoy with a coalition cabinet and without the help of ‘his old 
party, the Accion Democritica. 
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